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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for remanufacturing cores into 
remanufactured items, comprising the steps of: 

providing a total price for the remanufactured items, the total price including at 
least a refundable core deposit and a remanufactured item price, the core deposit being 
paid with the total price to secure return of cores for remanufacture: 

hav i ng a plura l ity of remanufacturor liabilitios assoc i at o d w i th d i ffer e nt depos i ts 
paid to socuro return of cores at th o timo of salo of r e manufacturod i t e ms 

storing, in a memory device, data reflecting an earlier core liability and a later 
core liability, the earlier core liability corresponding to a core deposit paid upon sale of 
earlier-sold one of the remanufactured items, the later core liability corresponding to a 
core deposit paid upon sale of a later-sold one of the remanufactured items ; 

receiving a core associated with the sale of the later-sold remanufactured item : 

inspecting the core associated with the sale of the later-sold remanufactured 

item : 
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determining [[the]] an amount of credit available for returning the core associated 
with the sale of the later-sold remanufactured item, the amount being based upon the 
inspection; and 

mating tho nlrl n r . t nvni l nhl n linhi l ity ngainst which to app l y updating the data 
stored on the memory device by applying the credit for the core associated with the sale 
of the later-sold remanufactured item against the earlier core liability, irrespective of the 
core deposit for the later-sold remanufactured item having been paid after the sale of 
the earlier-sold remanufactured item paid on oalo of tho it o m associat o d with th o return 
of th e cor e ; 

applying th o cred i t against th o s ol oct e d liability to purchase th o cor e ; 
purchas i ng tho cor o based upon applying th e ooro credit; and 
r o manufactur i ng the cor e. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the step of 
determining the amount of core credit is from a choice of one of full credit egual to the 
core deposit paid upon sale of the later-sold remanufactured item , partial credit less 
than the core deposit paid upon sale of the later-sold remanufactured item, and zero 
credit. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further including the steps of: 
establishing an earlier entitlement corresponding to the earlier core liability 

having an amount egual to the core deposit paid with the total price of the earlier-sold 
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core in tho amount of each d e posit pa i d to socur o return of a cor o and hav i ng a date 
ide n tifie r * and 

canceling the earlier entitlement after return of the core associated w ith the later- 
sold remanufactured item whoro tho ontit l ement is tho old e st avai l abl e o nt i tlomont 
assoc i at e d with th e returned cor e ; 

and wh o r o in the st o p of s e l e ct i ng tho liability i s based upon an assoc i ation of the 
l iability and th o ontitl o mont . 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15. further comprising: 
establishing a core liability and a corresponding attrition date for a sale of a 

selected one of the remanufactured items, the attrition date being after a date on which 
the selected remanufactured item is sold; and 

eliminating the core liability for the selected remanufactured item on the attrition 
date when a core has not been returned for the selected remanufactured item by the 
attrition date wh o r o in th o stop of soloct i ng tho old e st ava il able liab ili ty i nc l ud e s s olo cting 
from liab i lities that havo not b ee n availab l e beyond a certain attrit i on dat e. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 . further comprising: 
establishing a partial credit date associated with the sale of the selected 

remanufactured item, the partial credit date being after the date on which the selected 
remanufactured item is sold and before the attrition date; and 
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limiting the core liability for the selected remanufactured item to a value less than 
the corresponding core deposit if the core is returned on or after the partial credit date 
and before the attrition date wher e in th e step of applying tho cred i t aga i nst th o s ole ct e d 
liabi l ity includos applying full crodit against th o solect e d liabi l ity where th e cor e was 
r o c oi vod with i n a first t i m e p e r i od end i ng prior to tho attr i t i on dat e and apply i ng l e ss than 
ful l cr e d i t wh o r o th e ooro was receiv e d w i th i n a s e cond timo p e r i od of th e attr i tion 
period 

20-23. (Canceled) 

24. (New) A computer-readable memory device comprising instructions for 
causing a computer to implement steps in a method for remanufacturing cores into 
remanufactured items, the method comprising: 

storing data reflecting an earlier core liability and a later core liability, the earlier 
core liability corresponding to a core deposit paid upon sale of an earlier-sold one of the 
remanufactured items, the later core liability corresponding to a core deposit paid upon 
sale of a later-sold one of the remanufactured items; 

receiving an indication that a core associated with the sale of the later-sold 
remanufactured item has been received; and 

updating the data by applying the credit for the core associated with the sale of 
the later-sold remanufactured item against the earlier core liability, irrespective of the 
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core deposit for the later-sold remanufactured item having been paid after the sale of 
the earlier-sold remanufactured item, 

wherein the core deposit for the earlier-sold remanufactured item and the core 
deposit for the later-sold remanufactured item are a refundable part of a total price for 
the remanufactured items paid to secure return of cores for remanufacture. 

25. (New) The computer-readable memory device of claim 24, wherein the 
applied core credit is one of full credit equal to the core deposit paid upon sale of the 
later-sold remanufactured item, partial credit less than the core deposit paid upon sale 
of the later-sold remanufactured item, and zero credit. 

26. (New) The computer-readable memory device of claim 24, the method 
further comprising: 

storing data reflecting an earlier entitlement corresponding to the earlier core 
liability having an amount equal to the core deposit paid with the total price of the 
earlier-sold core; and 

canceling the earlier entitlement after return of the core associated with the later- 
sold remanufactured item. 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable memory device of claim 24, 
the method further comprising: 
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establishing a core liability and a corresponding attrition date for a sale of a 
selected one of the remanufactured items, the attrition date being after a date on which 
the selected remanufactured item is sold; and 

eliminating the core liability for the selected remanufactured item on the attrition 
date when an indication is received that core has not been returned for the selected 
remanufactured item by the attrition date. 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable memory device of claim 27, 
the method further comprising: 

establishing a partial credit date associated with the sale of the selected 
remanufactured item, the partial credit date being after the date on which the selected 
remanufactured item is sold and before the attrition date; and 

limiting the core liability for the selected remanufactured item to a value less than 
the corresponding core deposit if the core is returned on or after the partial credit date 
and before the attrition date. 

29. (New) A computer configured to implement steps in a method for 
remanufacturing cores into remanufactured items, the computer comprising: 

means for storing data reflecting an earlier core liability and a later core liability, 
the earlier core liability corresponding to a core deposit paid upon sale of an earlier-sold 
one of the remanufactured items, the later core liability corresponding to a core deposit 
paid upon sale of a later-sold one of the remanufactured items; 
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means for receiving an indication that a core associated with the sale of the later- 
sold remanufactured item has been received; and 

means for updating the data by applying the credit for the core associated with 
the sale of the later-sold remanufactured item against the earlier core liability, 
irrespective of the core deposit for the later-sold remanufactured item having been paid 
after the sale of the earlier-sold remanufactured item; and 

a processor for implementing at least the means for updating the data, 

wherein the core deposit for the eariier-sold remanufactured item and the core 
deposit for the later-sold remanufactured item are a refundable part of a total price for 
the remanufactured items paid to secure return of cores for remanufacture. 

30. (New) The computer of claim 29, wherein the applied core credit is one of 
full credit equal to the core deposit paid upon sale of the later-sold remanufactured item, 
partial credit less than the core deposit paid upon sale of the later-sold remanufactured 
item, and zero credit. 

31 . (New) The computer of claim 29, further comprising: 

means for storing data reflecting an earlier entitlement corresponding to the 
earlier core liability having an amount equal to the core deposit paid with the total price 
of the earlier-sold core; and 

means for canceling the earlier entitlement after return of the core associated 
with the later-sold remanufactured item. 
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32. (New) The computer of claim 29, further comprising: 

means for establishing a core liability and a corresponding attrition date for a sale 
of a selected one of the remanufactured items, the attrition date being after a date on 
which the selected remanufactured item is sold; and 

means for eliminating the core liability for the selected remanufactured item on 
the attrition date when an indication is received that core has not been returned for the 
selected remanufactured item by the attrition date. 

33. (New) The computer of claim 32, further comprising: 

means for establishing a partial credit date associated with the sale of the 
selected remanufactured item, the partial credit date being after the date on which the 
selected remanufactured item is sold and before the attrition date; and 

means for limiting the core liability for the selected remanufactured item to a 
value less than the corresponding core deposit if the core is returned on or after the 
partial credit date and before the attrition date. 
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